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AN INTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC HISTORY
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Rationale and Goals:

Public history can mean many different things.  For some, it involves professional training to work in history-related but non-academic jobs, like historical societies, museums, government etc.  For others being a public historian is defined more broadly and more diffusely.  The purpose of History 764, "Introduction to Public History" is to give interested graduate students some exposure to several kinds of historical practice that fall under the general label of "public history."  While public history is not a field or a method per se, it considers the variety of ways that trained academic historians can interact with the public outside the academy.

In addition to career opportunities available to people with graduate training in history in places like museums, historical societies, corporations, firms that do historic preservation and archaeology, there are an increasing number of academic jobs which require some experience with “public history.”  This course will help our graduate students compete for both kinds of jobs.

The goal of this course is to give students some exposure to the wide variety of intellectual activities that fall under “public history.”  It is designed to stimulate students to pursue particular activities that appeal to them, whether in additional course work or in the form of internships.  This course is designed to compliment other curricular and extra-curricular initiatives being developed by the Public History project in the History Department.

Theory and Practice:

There are, I think, two ways to think about "public history."  First, there are the questions of how history is used in and by the public; who controls the production and distribution of that kind of knowledge; second, there are questions about the practice of putting history out there in the public -- how does one set up a museum exhibit;  how does one "do" historic preservation, etc.

This course is designed to give us a taste of both.  Our classroom discussion will center largely on the former - though we will also hear from practitioners as guest speakers.  The projects each of you will do will give you the chance to wrestle with questions of practice. 

Finally, let me mention here a particularly exciting part of this course:  In the fifth week of the term, high school teachers will come to Dulles Hall to participate in a week-long seminar designed around how to use visual material in the teaching of history.  This course has been put together by the Goldberg Center, and will deal a great deal with web-based materials.  During that week, we will suspend our normal proceedings and you will be teamed with one of these teachers to work with her or him.  Details to follow from the staff of the Goldberg Center.
Expectations and Evaluation:

The course requirements come in three parts:  


1) seminar readings and discussion - I will expect you to come to class prepared and ready to participate 


2) 7 short assignments along the way – due dates are noted in the schedule below 


3) the final project.

Your grades will be assessed according to the following formula:  class participation=20%; short papers=40%; final paper=40%.

Other Important Information:

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second week of the term.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.
Students with disabilities who have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be accommodated.  Please see me as soon as possible if you need this assistance.

Academic Misconduct is the term that applies to cases of plagiarism, cheating or any other dishonest or unethical practices by students in their course work.  I will report any such instance to the University's Committee on Academic Misconduct.  The Student Code of Conduct can be found at:  http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp.

Schedule:

Week I:  The Problems of Public History


-Readings:  Rosenzweig & Thelan, The Presence of the Past



Pierre Nora, "Between Memory and History"




Lowenthal, "Identity, Heritage and History" in 


Commemorations



O'Donnell, "Pitfalls Along the Path of Public 



History"




Cassity, "History and the Public Purpose"

Week II:  History in Public Places I:  Historic Preservation


-Readings:
Hamer, History in Urban Places



Koshar, "Building Pasts:  Historic Preservation and 


Identity in Twentieth Century Germany" in 



Commemorations



Kramer, "The Politics of Memory"




Wallace, "Reflections of the History of Historic 


Preservation"


**Guest Speaker, Neal Hitch, Ohio Historical Society


-Assignment:  Complete a copy of the Thelan & Rosenzweig Survey at http://chnm.gmu.edu/survey/ Bring it to class.

Week III:  History in Public Places II: Museums


-Readings:  Handler & Gable, New History in an Old Museum



Davis, "The Museum and the Politics of Social 


Control in Modern Iraq" in Commemorations



Clifford, "Four Northwest Coast Museums"




Melosh & Simmons, "Exhibiting Women's History"




Wallace, "Visiting the Past"




Fleming, "African-American Museums, History, and 


the American Ideal"




Hobbs, "Exhibiting Antimodernism"




Munjeri, "Refocusing or Reorientation"


**Guest Speaker, Stuart Hobbs, Ohio Historical Society

Week IV:    Historians as Public Intellectuals


-Readings:  Richard Posner, Public Intellectuals



Mark Lilla; The Reckless Mind



Brinkley, "Historians and Their Publics"


-Essay:  One history exhibit review

Week V:  History and the Web:  Collaboration with High School Teachers


-Readings: Cruse, "Practicing History:  A High School Teacher's 


Reflections"


-Essay: One 800 word op-ed piece

Weeks VI-X:  Schedules TBA
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